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Music

Listening:

Concepts Glossary

Sections – 

1. Structure - ________________________________________________

2. Timbre -  _________________________________________________

3. Rhythimc -  _______________________________________________

4. Melodic  -  ________________________________________________

Section 1: Alphabetical list A–Z

Structural
A A B A – Four sections.

Structural
A B – Two-part form.  See Binary.

Structural
A B A – Three-part form, where the first part is repeated at the end.  See Ternary.

Timbre

A cappella – Unaccompanied choral singing.

Rhythmic
Accelerando – Getting gradually faster.  Compare Rallentando.

Rhythmic
Accented – Notes which sound louder than others.

Structural
Accompanied – Other instrument(s) or voice(s) supports the main melody.  Compare Unaccompanied.

Timbre

Acoustic guitar – A guitar which does not require an electric amplifier to produce sound.  Compare Electric guitar
Timbre

Alto (voice) – The lowest female voice.  See Soprano, Tenor, Bass.

Melodic
Answer – A reply to a musical question.  See Question.

Structural
Antiphonal – Dialogue between voices or instruments – one group of voices or instruments answers the other.

Melodic
Ascending – Notes which rise in pitch.  Compare Descending.
Timbre

Backing vocals – Singers who support the lead singer(s), usually by singing in harmony in the background.  See Lead vocals.

Timbre

Baritone – A male voice whose range lies between that of Bass and Tenor. See Tenor, Bass, Soprano, Mezzo soprano and Alto.

Timbre

Bass (voice) – The lowest male voice.  See Soprano, Alto, Tenor.

Rhythmic
Beat – The basic pulse you hear in music.  The pulse may be in groups of 2, 3 or 4 with a stress on the first beat in each group.

Timbre

Bending – Changing the pitch of a note, e.g. by pushing a guitar string upwards.

Structural
Binary – A B.  A form in which the music is made up of two different sections labelled A and B.  Each section may be repeated.  See Ternary.

Structural
Bridge – A link between two themes. In sonata form the bridge or transition links the first subject-group to the second subject-group and also modulates to the key of the second subject.  See Sonata form.

Harmonic
Chord – Two or more notes sounding together.  See Harmonic.

Harmonic
Chord change – A move from one chord to a different chord.

Structural
Contrary motion – Two parts which move in opposite directions, e.g. as one part ascends the other part descends.

Structural
Contrast – Difference, e.g. Legato changes to Staccato.

Structural
Countermelody – A melody played against the main melody.

Timbre

Crescendo – Getting gradually louder.  Compare Diminuendo.
Melodic
Descending – Notes which fall in pitch.

Timbre

Diminuendo – Getting gradually quieter.  Compare Crescendo.

Timbre

Distortion – An electronic effect used in rock music to colour the sound of an electric guitar. 

Styles/Forms
Improvisation – The performer creates music during the actual performance.  There may be suggested chords as a guide.  Improvisation is an important feature of jazz. 
Timbre

Lead vocals – The main singers in a group.  See Backing vocals.
Timbre

Legato – The notes are played or sung smoothly.  Compare Staccato.
Rhythmic
Pulse – The basic beat in music.  The pulse may be in groups of 2, 3 or 4 with a stress on the first in each group.  See Beat.
Melodic
Question – An opening phrase.  It may be followed by an answer.  See Answer..

Rhythmic
Rallentando – Getting gradually slower.  Compare Accelerando.
Structural
Riff – A repeated phrase usually found in jazz and popular music.  See Repetition and Ostinato. 
Timbre

Tenor (voice) – A high adult male voice.  See Soprano, Alto, Bass.
Structural
Ternary – A B A.  A form where the first section is always repeated at the end.  See Binary.

Melodic
Theme – A clear recognisable melody which is the main idea for a composition or section of a composition.  It can be the basis of a longer piece of music, e.g. theme and variations.

Structural
Theme and variations – A theme is heard and then repeated with some kind of variation.  See Theme, Variation.
Structural
Unison – Two or more parts or voices sounding at the same pitch.
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